
 

News Investing Technology Vehicles Careers

 |  |  |  |  |  |Home Business National International Sports Travel Entertainment

  
   Search Site   More Search Options/Archives    Search Tips

denotes  |  |  | Subscription Login Free Registration Help

Privacy Policy
Subscribe to Globe
Publisher's Note

Breaking News

 

 

Home Page
Business
Personal Finance
National
International
Sports
Entertainment
Book Club
Technology

Columnists
Editorials
Latest News
GlobeEdge
GlobeWatch

Special Reports

RRSP 2005 New!
University 
Report Card
Comment
Science & Health
Photo Desk
Small Business
Business Travel
Golf Guide & Game

Today's Paper

Front Page
Report On Business
National
Top Stories
Across Canada
Columnists
Briefs
Toronto

International
Sports
Comment
Entertainment
Columnists
Headline Index

Other Sections

Appointments
Books
Births & Deaths
Careers
Cars
Cartoon

BREAKING NEWS

POSTED AT 12:03 PM EST Friday, Jan 28, 2005

Anti-abortion activist goes to court over taxes

By 
Globe and Mail Update
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New Brunswick is facing a legal 
challenge from a man who believes 
that his tax money should not be 
used to fund abortions.

David Little faces three counts of 
refusing to pay his taxes and is 
expected to appear in a Fredericton 
court later Friday. His wife, 
Madonna, said that he will refuse to 
enter a plea.

Ms. Little, pregnant with her seventh 
child, says that she is a Roman 
Catholic and that her family's stand 
is based on their humanitarian desire 
to protect the unborn.

“I see this as a human-rights 
debate,” she told globeandmail.com 
in a telephone interview. “My 
religious beliefs teach me that every 
life is sacred, at every stage of 
human life.”

The court case comes on the heels 
of pressure from Ottawa, which has 
threatened Canada Health Act 
penalties against New Brunswick for 
its abortion-funding policy. The 
province pays for abortion under 
limited circumstances only and 
refuses to fund the procedure if it is 
done in a private clinic.

For an abortion to be publicly 
funded, the New Brunswick 
government insists that two doctors 
deem the procedure medically 
necessary and that it be done at one 
of the two approved hospitals. New 
Brunswick women who require more 
timely attention must travel out of 
province or pay for the procedure at 
a private clinic.

Mr. Little said that his case is based 
on his religious belief.

“Jesus said, 'Render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar's and to God 
the things that are God's,' ” he said a 
few hours before he was due in 
court. “Human life doesn't belong to 
Caesar or Paul Martin or anyone 
else. It belongs to God. They can't 
command us to give them money 
when we know they use a portion of 
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it to kill babies.”

The couple is willing to pay the non-
abortion portion of their taxes, Ms. 
Little said, but the government has 
refused to tell them how much that 
amounts to. As a result, they have 
paid no taxes for several years.

The Littles expect to win their case, 
she said, because it is fundamentally 
different from a citizen choosing to 
withhold taxes because of 
disagreement with any other kind of 
government policy.

“We're not dealing with bad 
pavement, we're dealing with human 
lives,” Ms. Little argued.

David Perry of the Canadian Tax 
Foundation, a national non-profit tax 
research organization, said, 
however, that challenges such as 
this have never succeeded in 
Canada.

The federal Health Minister, Ujjal 
Dosanjh, said this week that New 
Brunswick could face penalties if it 
continues to refuse to fund the 
procedure at private clinics. Henry 
Morgentaler, the abortion-rights 
pioneer, operates a clinic in 
Fredericton and is suing the New 
Brunswick government to pay for 
abortions performed there.

The New Brunswick government 
has dismissed the strong words 
from Ottawa, saying that the federal 
government has not followed 
through on earlier threats to penalize 
them. As well, the province believes 
it has the law on its side.

“The Canada Health Act makes it 
clear: Jurisdictions can decide which 
procedures to fund in their 
jurisdiction. If he was to proceed with 
the dispute resolution, we will be 
ready to defend our position,” 
provincial Health Minister Elvy 
Robichaud told reporters earlier this 
week.

Manitoba has until recently denied 
funding to private-clinic abortions. A 
judge has ruled, though, that it is 
unconstitutional to force women to 
pay for the procedure, and a lawsuit 
is expected.

With a report from Canadian Press

E-mail this Article Print this Article

  Advertisement

Max out your RSP contribution or take advantage of any unused RSP contribution 
room with a .Scotia RSP CatchUp™ Line of Credit

Site Search

Subscribe to The Globe and Mail Sign up for our daily e-mail News Update

2/4/05 11:12 AMThe Globe and Mail: Anti-abortion activist goes to court over taxes

Page 2 of 3http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAM.20050128.wabor0128/BNStory/National/



Back to National

 | Disclaimer  |Privacy Policy  |Help & Contact Us Come register. It's Free.

© Copyright 2005 Bell Globemedia Publishing Inc. All Rights Reserved.

2/4/05 11:12 AMThe Globe and Mail: Anti-abortion activist goes to court over taxes

Page 3 of 3http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAM.20050128.wabor0128/BNStory/National/


